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REGULATION UPDATES RELATED TO 
B3 WASTE MANAGEMENT: STORAGE 
AND CHARACTERISTIC TEST 
Law No. 32 Year 2009 on Protection and Management of 
Environment (“Law 32/2009”) and Government 
Regulation No. 101 Year 2014 on Hazardous and Toxic 
Waste (“B3 Waste”) Management (“GR 101/2014”) 
mandate every person and entity to adhere to high 
compliance with regard to management of B3 Waste 
generated from their business/activity. 

Implementation of B3 Waste management will very much depend on type of the business/activity and 
relates closely to technical aspects. On that basis, this Legal Alert will discuss the recent 
interrelated updates on B3 Waste management: firstly, (A) Ministry of Environment and Forestry (“MOEF”) 
Regulation No. 10 Year 2020 on B3 Waste Characteristic Test and Determination of B3 Waste Status (“Reg. 
10/2020”) enacted on 4 May 2020, and secondly, (B) MOEF Regulation No. 
P.12/MENLHK/SETJEN/PLB.3/5/2020 on B3 Waste Storage enacted on 5 June 2020 (“Reg. 12/2020”). 

Reg. 10/2020 revoked (i) the previous regulation on B3 Waste characteristic test (uji karakteristik limbah 
B3), MOEF Regulation No. P.55/Menlhk-Setjen/2015 (“Reg. 55/2015”); and (ii) MOEF Regulation No. 
P.54/Menlhk-Setjen/KUM.1/10/2017 on Working Procedure of B3 Waste Expert Team.

In general, the Reg. 10/2020 consists of the following aspects: 



1 As a note, Category 1 refers to B3 Waste that has acute and direct impact on humans an can be guaranteed to have 
negative impacts on the environment, whereas Category 2 refers to B3 Waste that contains B3, have delayed effect, 
and have an indirect impact on humans and the environments, as well as has sub-chronic or chronic toxicity. 
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For the purpose of this Legal Alert, we are focusing our discussion on what Reg. 10/2020 introduces in 
relation to aspects 2, 3 and 5 above.

There is only a slight change on the B3 Waste characteristic test procedure (i.e. how the test shall be 
conducted), as it only relates to the (i) method used in taking sample of solid B3 Waste and (ii) types 
of toxic characteristic test. The changes are outlined in a comparative table as follows:

Reg. 10/2020
Indonesian National Standard/SNI Number: 
SNI 8520: 2018 on How to Take B3 Solid Waste 
Test Samples for sampling of solid B3 Waste.

Reg. 55/2015
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) Waste Sampling Draft Technical 
Guidance – Planning, Implementation, and 
Assessment for sampling of solid B3 Waste 
test.

Method in taking solid B3 Waste samples

Type of toxic characteristic test

I.  Procedure on B3 Waste Characteristic Test

II.  B3 Waste Exemption From B3 Waste Management

In regards to the application for B3 Waste exemption, the B3 Waste shall be (i) from specific sources as 
listed under the Table 3 and Table 4 of Attachment I of GR 101/2014, (ii) from permanent and consistent 
production process, (iii) from permanent and consistent raw material, and (iv)have permanent and 
consistent character. Furthermore, only B3 Waste in Category 2 (less dangerous)  might be granted 
with such exemption.

Simply put, B3 Waste exemption entails the following results:

Reg. 10/2020
a. through TCLP testing;
b. through the Toxicological Test LD50;
c. through a total heavy metal 
 concentration  test; and
d. through sub chronic toxicology testing

Reg. 55/2015
a. through TCLP testing;
b. through the Toxicological Test LD50; and
c. through sub chronic toxicology testing

1
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Reg. 10/2020 provides a quite change relating to the required documents to be submitted, which is set 
out as follows:

The applicant of B3 Waste exemption is provided with one more chance to re-submit the term of 
reference at the evaluation stage (if rejected due to incomplete information/document comprise 
under the term of reference).

Copy of Environmental Impact Assessment (AMDAL); or Environmental Management Efforts 
and Environmental Monitoring Efforts (UKL-UPL).

In comparison, the previous requirement was to attach the copy of Environmental Permit (Izin 
Lingkungan). In this line, we note that the Environmental Permit shall also be provided based on 
Reg. 10/2020, since it is actually “an integral part” of the AMDAL or UKL-UPL.

a.

Term of reference (kerangka acuan) shall also comprise:

1. applicant’s profile;
2. purpose of exemption; 
3. name and code of B3 Waste

In regards to point (2), the purpose of exemption must be specified to include (i) why the B3 
Waste shall be exempted, and (ii) how the B3 Waste will be further utilized (i.e. how it can be 
benefited). Therefore, the applicant must first engage with third party that could utilize the 
Exempted B3 Waste prior to submitting the application.

b.

 
the B3 waste will be deemed as a non-B3 waste (“Exempted B3 Waste”)

enabling the party producing the B3 waste (“B3 Waste Producer”) to sell the 
Exempted B3 Waste to the B3 waste vendor

providing a significant cost reduction to the B3 Waste Producer 
(instead of paying the B3 waste vendor to collect the B3 waste)
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‘By-product’ is defined as B3 Waste from specific sources as listed under the Table 3 and Table 4 in 
Attachment I of GR 101/2014, which is (i) generated through an integrated production process 
alongside the process of main production, and (ii) having the characters of certainty, 
direct-use (without further process) and meet the applicable standard. 

The requirements are not as complex as the application for B3 Waste exemption. It only requires the 
submission of a written application with the following documents:

Initially, GR 101/2014 only obliges B3 Waste storage (as one of the steps in B3 Waste management) to be 
conducted by every person whose business and/or activity generates B3 Waste (“B3 Waste Producer”). 
Currently, under Reg. 12/2020, it also applies to B3 Waste Collector (pengumpul limbah B3), B3 Waste User 
(pemanfaat limbah B3), B3 Waste Processor (pengolah limbah B3), and B3 Waste Hoarder (penimbun 
limbah B3). Kindly note, for parties other than B3 Waste Producer, the B3 Waste storage permit will be 
integrated into the existing permit. 

B.  REG. 12/2020

1. applicant’s identity
2. business profile 
3. B3 Waste name and code
4. raw material and/or auxiliary material used in the production process (that generated the B3    
 Waste)
5. name of the by-product
6. certificate of standard as set out and issued by relevant authorities of the business

Reg. 10/2020 provides less requirements on B3 Waste characteristic 
test for certain B3 Waste (limbah B3 tertentu), such as slag nickel, fly 
ash, steel slag, and spent bleaching earth by only conducting toxic 
characteristic test.

The most anticipated stipulation for business actors is finally 
provided in Reg. 10/2020. After almost a decade since the issuance of 
GR 101/2014, the MOEF finally set out the details on how to apply a B3 
Waste from specific sources as a by-product. As a matter of 
background, GR 101/2014 already provides the possibility for B3 Waste 
Producer to utilize a by-product without obtaining B3 Waste 
utilization permit (izin pengelolaan limbah B3 untuk kegiatan 
pemanfaatan limbah B3). 

III.  Determination of B3 Waste as a By-Product



1. placing and/or moving B3 Waste from the storage 3. recording of the storage activity
 (in accordance with format in 
 Appendix IV)

4. supervision over its housekeeping

2. checking on the packaging

In short, Reg. 12/2020 regulates the activity of B3 Waste storage into two main parts: (i) requirements and 
procedure of storage, and (ii) monitoring and reporting. 

Briefly, the second part requires the aforesaid parties to oversee its storage activity in, among others:

Legal Alert

The B3 Waste storage activities shall be recorded and reported to relevant authority of the issued license, 
at least once every three months. 

Turning to the first part, B3 Waste storage is further divided into three sub-sections: (i) areas, (ii) methods 
and (iii) time periods as we elaborate below.

In connection to the areas and method of B3 Waste storage, we note several new requirements as 
introduced by Reg. 12/2020 such as (i) the location of the B3 Waste storage, aside from it shall be free 
from flood, it also shall not prone from natural disasters, (ii) the B3 Waste storage facility to be equipped 
with emergency equipment other than fire detection system and fire extinguisher, and (iii) aside from 
first-aid facility, spill-handling equipment as well as loading and unloading facilities shall be featured in 
the B3 Waste storage facility.

Below is the summary of the aforementioned requirements: 

Facility

1. Building Category 1 and Category 2 
(unspecific source, general specific 
source and certain specific source)

a. Drum
b. Jumbo bag
c. Intermediated bulk container tank 
d. Container 

B3 Waste should be stored in 
accordance with its relevant types, 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d / o r  
compatibilities, and also taking 
into account rise of volume or 
pressure, or gas formation.

Type of B3 Waste Storage Method Requirements

I.  Areas & Method of B3 Waste Storage



2. Tank and/or 
 container

B3 Waste in liquid form in Category 1 
and Category 2 (unspecific source and 
certain specific source)

a. Equipment and system that does  
 not cause spillage during loading  
 and unloading of B3 Waste
b. At least 20% of total tank and/or  
 container capacity reserved for rise  
 of volume and gas formation
c. No empty spaces left in container if  
 B3 Waste reacts independently
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3. Silo 

4. Waste pile

5. Waste 
 impoundment 

B3 Waste in solid form with a range 
grain size of 0.5-300 micrometer 
(which does include the silo that is 
being used in a production process) in 
Category 1 and Category 2 (unspecific 
source, general specific source and 
certain specific source)

B3 Waste in slurry form in Category 2 
(certain specific source)

Must not be combined with B3 
Waste from certain specific source.
Must meet the relevant wastewater 
quality standards before being 
dumped to the environment. 
Sludge (if any) must be returned to 
the waste impoundment. 

B3 Waste in solid form in Category 2 
(certain specific source)

Equipment and system that would not 
c rea te  d u s t  d u r i n g  l oa d i n g  a n d  
unloading of B3 Waste.

Must not be combined with B3 
Waste from certain specific source.
B3 Waste in the form of fly ash or 
electric arc furnace dust must be 
covered with waterproof tarp and 
periodically sprinkled.
Must meet the relevant wastewater 
quality standards before being 
dumped to the environment. 
Sludge (if any) must be returned to 
the waste pile. 

a.

b.

c.

a.

b.
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    90 days
 180 days
 365 days

 365 days

Storage period Type of B3 Waste

B3 Waste that is generated 50kg/day
B3 Waste in Category 1 that is generated less than 50kg/day
B3 Waste that is generated less than 50kg/day from unspecific source and general 
specific source 
B3 Waste in Category 2 (specific source)

Firstly, Reg. 10/2020 provides a clearer stipulation for the applicant (B3 Waste Producer) to submit relevant 
applications towards the generated B3 Waste. The MOEF, having introduced the registration of the 
by-product, is considered as a significant breakthrough in improving the environmental sustainability by 
allowing (while also encouraging) the business actor to proceed and choose the best possibility in 
maximizing the utilization of the B3 Waste they generated. 

In addition, the packaging requirements below shall be adhered in commencing B3 Waste storage:

1. made up of metal or plastic that can pack the B3 Waste in accordance with its characteristic
2. can confine B3 Waste to stay-still in the package
3. has a strong cover to prevent spills during storage, transfer and/or transport
4. must not leak, not rust or not easily damaged

Used packaging of B3 and B3 Waste could also be utilized if: (a) the B3 has the same category and/or 
characteristic with the previous B3 Waste, (b) the category and/or characteristic is suitable with the 
previous packaged B3 Waste; or (c) has been washed for packaging of B3 Waste and/or one that has a 
different type and/or characteristic.

II.  Time Periods for B3 Waste Storage

(i)
(ii)
(iii)

In regards to the permitted time in storing the generated B3 Waste, B3 Waste Producer shall refer to 
the following terms:

If the storage exceeds the above period, the B3 Waste Producer shall:
        utilize, process and/or stockpile the B3 Waste;
        transfer to B3 Waste vendor; and/or
       export the B3 Waste

C.  CONCLUSIONS
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Secondly, Reg. 12/2020 serves as a detailed guideline for the preparation and implementation of B3 Waste 
storage as stipulated on Chapter IV of GR 101/2014. Yet in consequence, there might be some sort of confu-
sion on the practice, as not all parties may have the sufficient resource to build the required facilities (e.g. 
B3 Waste Collector that only collect and transport the generated B3 Waste from B3 Waste Producer to B3 
Waste Processor/Hoarder).


