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Resolution of 2020 Supreme Court Chamber Plenary Meeting 

 – Civil Chamber 

At the end of 2020, the Supreme Court of the Republic of Indonesia (the 
“Supreme Court”) concluded its annual plenary meeting as part of its 
continued efforts to ensure uniformity in the application of the law and 
consistency of ruling. The resolution of the meeting is put in place through 
Supreme Court Circular Number 10 of 2020 on the Effectuation of the 
Resolution of Supreme Court Chamber Plenary Meeting in 2020 as 
Implementing Guidelines of the Courts Duties (“Circular 10/2020”).  

Although the resolution is not intended as a binding legislative instrument, it 
has certainly served as guidelines and directions for Indonesian courts in 
exercising their duties throughout the years. Below are salient points 
surrounding Circular 10/2020 from the Civil Chamber with focus on 
provisions for land dispute: 

1. If a statement of claim on the ownership of land does not involve the 
land seller, the motion on lack of parties (eksepsi gugatan kurang 
pihak) could not be granted in the event that: 
  
a. the disputed land has a land certificate registered under the name 

of the seller; and 
b. the sale and purchase is executed before the Land Deed Official 

(Pejabat Pembuat Akta Tanah). 
 
Conversely, if the disputed land certificate is not yet registered under 
the name of the seller and/or the sale and purchase is privately made, 
the motion on lack of parties could be granted in the event the plaintiff 
does not involve the seller as the party to the dispute. 
 

2. The National Land Agency (Badan Pertanahan Nasional/ BPN) may be 
involved as a party to the dispute concerning the existence of 
conflicting land certificates if the relief sought involves the court 
carrying out certain legal actions against the said certificates. 
Otherwise, it is not necessary for the plaintiff to involve the BPN as a 
party to the dispute.  
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3. The judge of the civil matter has no power to decide on the annulment 
of land certificate; the power conferred to him/her is limited only to 
declaring the certificate has no binding power on grounds that the 
certificate does not have valid entitlement. The annulment of land 
certificate is an administrative action and therefore the authorized 
court deciding on the annulment of land certificate is the State 
Administrative Court. 
 

4. A deed of land sale and purchase serves as a valid evidence of 
payment for land, as long as the said deed is referred to as an 
evidentiary receipt of payment. 
 

5. The owner of a plot of land is the person whose name is stated under 
the land certificate, irrespective of the fact that the land is bought 
using the money/asset of a foreign citizen/other person. This solidifies 
the court’s standing in respect of nominee arrangement over the 
ownership of land. 

This legal alert serves as an introductory article for the recent developments 
surrounding the above resolution. Further assessment on the above points 
shall be provided in subsequent series.  
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